JOHN RICHARD ROBINSON

John Richard Robinson was the seventh child of David Shannon
and Nancy Carolina (Fountain) Robinson. He was born on March 21,
1866 at Cat Creek, near Valdosta, Berrien County, Georgla. At
the age of 11, John Richard moved to Oakey Grove (See Exhibit 5-
39 for photographs).

John Richard grew up living on the farm and working at the
Oakey Grove crossroads businesses that hls family owned. At the
cotton gin, he was the master mechanic for the screw press gin,
along with his two brothers Joseph, the ginner, and Hiram, the
fireman. The mule under the gin went around and around to pack
the cotton. It was at this gin that his brother, Joseph Daniel,
was 1njured (For additional information, see p. 53 of this book).

John Richard married Sarah (Sally) Jane Rutland on July 25,
1886 in Berrien County, Georgla (See Exhibilt 5-40 for Marriage
License #574 and Exhibit 5-41 for money envelope). She was born
on April 3, 1867 and was the daughter of Lawrence Green Rutland
and Martha Slade (the family bible shows this birth date, however
the 1900 Berrien County Census stated her birth date as February
1867). John Richard and Sally had 14 children that were all born
in Berrien County (Lenox was in Berrien County until Cook County
was formed from this section of Berrien County in 1918) (See
Exhibit 5-42A and 5-42B for Famlly Group Record #9).

John Richard Robinson moved the cotton gin from Oakey Grove
to Lenox in approximately 1895. Later, he so0ld the cotton gin
and started a grocery and mercantile store in Lenox, located on
the corner of National Highway and Central Avenue. He also had a
sawmill that was located 3 miles southeast of Lenox, near Little
River. While living in Lenox, he made his impact on the town by
getting the streets opened up and widened. By opening them up,
he connected streets to make them more efficlient to travel on.
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Daughters of John Richard, Nancy Martha
Ann (left) and Katie Jane (right). Picture
| taken at their home 1in Gardner, Florida in
John Richard Robinson (approximately 1915) approximately 1912.
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Exhibit 5-40

Jo. 2. 72 State of Georgia, Berrien County.

LIDLNSI,

MARRIAGT

Qrdinary for the Couaty of Bervien and State aloresaid,

To anp JHlinister of the Gospel, Yndye, or Jnstice of f]/rg Peage for said State:
You ave hovery aziliorized Lo coin wn the HOLY STATE OF MATRIMONY,

/ //74 ﬂf ’g“/ L272 P I 0,/"_,

e AN D e

Ghite BetZiret .
L.'za'n:uvl:;:-g;* !0 !¢ CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THE STATE, 7oi- waiict thic siall be sour LICENSE,
Biven under my Hand and Seal of Office, lhe . Do
Day of .. c,//?/] v dn the year of our Lord one lhviisani +. .

C-lerJ-Cout.af Ordnmry, Beriiow 0.ov -y,

This Certifies, 5'at.. %/)z f Fo > e

and. .. ,-/4‘/45 / 47%, :// _ e mu/ JOINED IN MARRIAGE
on the . As—— ADY Of / ... ﬂ @ Ve f’ 7.

By 910, o . / ///jﬂ/&’/ w B

GEO. N. NICHOLS, BAY STREET, SAVANKNAH, GA,




e PRI e Ly T R PREGE, o
;‘5_ Eongxgnee ’Wﬂf pleﬁg
DN THE END, § s to

Counfed & Sealed by__']

In presence of } ©~
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FRMILY GROUP RECORD-9
12 HAR 1994 Page 1 of 2

========I===================3=======Bl====:8=================BS=I========H==BII==II====BB========'====B======3=======I==l===l.'===

Husband:JOEN RICHARD ROBINSON 7¢-9

Born: 21 MAR 1866 Place; CAT CREER,NEAR VALDOSTA,BERRIEN CO,GRORGIA

Chr.: Place:

Marr: 25 JUL 1886 Place: BERRIEN CO,GRORGIA

Died: 2 JUN 1926 Place: BIRMINGHAM HOSP,BIRMINGHAM,JEFPERSON CO,ALABAMA

Bur.: Place: WALNUT GROVE CEM,BIRMINGHAM,JEFFRRSON CO,ALABANA

Father: DAVID SHANNON ROBINSON 6*-1 Hother: NANCY CAROLINA POUNTAIN 0*-2 Parents’ MRIN: 1

Other wives: GERTRUDR -83

Wife:  GARAB (SALLY) JANE RUTLAND 7*-68

Born: 3 APR 1867 Place:

Chr.: Place:

Died: 26 APR 1911 Place: GARDNER,DESOTA CO,FLORIDA

Bur.: Place: OAKRY GROVE,TIFT-NASH HWY,BERRIER CO,GRORGIA

Father: LAWRENCE GREEN RUTLAND 7*-18%7 Hother: MARTHR SLADR 7*-1898 Parents' HRIN: 728

Other husbands:

Sex Childcen

1. Name: LULA LURANIA ROBINSON 7-1*-69 Spouse: JOHN SANURL NOBLE 7-1%-1338 HRIN: 439
---- Born: 19 APR 1887 Place: BBRRIEN CG,GRORGIA
FoooChra Place:
Harr: Place:
Died:  HAY 1918 Place: GARDNER,DBSOTA CO,FPLORIDA
2. Name: PRARLE LBR ROBINSON 7-2*-7¢ Spouse: JOHN LOTT 7-2*-1364 HRIN: 449
---- Born: 6 OCT 1889 Place: BERRIEN CO,GBORGIA
FoooChr. Place:
Harr: Place:
Died: & DEC 1967 Place:
3. Name: LAURBNCR DAVID ROBINSON 7-3*-71 Spouse: BTHEL ANTHONY 7-3*-1366 HRIN: 451
---- Born:  JAN 1891 Place: BERRIEN CO,GBORGIA
H  Chr.: Place:
Marr: Place:
Died: 1932 Place: GARDNER,HARDRE CO,FLORIDA
4, MName: KATIE JANB (PRETTY KATE} ROBINSON 7-4*-72 Spouge: WILLIAM T. HOORE 7-4%-1371 HRIN: 453
---- Born: 3 OCT 1894 Place: BERRIEN CO,GEORGIA
F Chr.: Place:
Harrs 1911 Place: ARCADIA,DBSOTO CO,FLORIDA
Died: 12 8BP 1975 Place: HOPR,HEMPSTEAD CO,ARKANSAS
5,  HName: NANCY MARTHA ANN ROBINSON 7-5%-73 Spouse: ROBERT GRERN HOLMBS 7-5*-1377 HRIN: 457
---- Born: 9 OCT 1897 Place: BERRIER CO,GEORGIA
FCht.: Place:
Marr: Place:
Died: 11 HAY 1988 Place: ALBUQUERQUE,BBRNALILLO CC,NEW MEXICO

Name and address of subaittecr:

JOBN SNYDER ROBIKSOH

3531 KEYSTONE ROAD Phone:813-937-2719
TARPOR SPRINGS,PL

34609-9498

Exhibit 5-42A



PAMILY GROUP RECORD-9

12 KAR 1994 Page 2 of 2
Husband:JORX RICHARD ROBINSON 7¢-9 Yr of Birth 1866
Wife: SARAH (SALLY) JANR RUTLAND 7+-68 fr of Bicth 1867

Sex Children (continued)

§.  HName: JOENIE SBTON ROBINSON 7-6+-74 Spouse:
---- Born: 12 JAR 1898 Place: BERRIEN CO,GBORGIA
; che.; Place:
Harr: Place:
fed: 23 JUL 1922 Place: GARDNER,EARDBR CO,FLORIDA
7. Name: GRORGE AMERICUS ROBINSON 7-7%-75 Spouge: JBNNY LEE "CUDY” REYNOLDS 7-7*-1385 HRIN: 463
---- Born: 1 JUN 1899 Place: BERRIEN CO,GEORGIA
d  Chr.: Place:
Karr: 9 NOV 1924 Place:
Died: Place: CORDOVA,WALKER CO,ALABANA
§. Yame: ROBBRT SHANNON ROBINSON, SR. 7-8*-76 Spouge: NORA CARMICHABL 7-8*-1386 HRIN: 464
---- Porn: 1962 Place: BERRIER CO,GEORGIA
#  Chr.: Place:
Xarr:  OCT 1924 Place:
Died: Blace: CORDOVA,WALKER CO,ALABANA
9. Name: JEWEL HAY ROBINSON 7-9*-77 Spouse: HAL SCHAUBER 7-9*-1389 HRIN: 463
---- Born: 1964 Place: BBRRIEN CO,GEQRGIA
FooChra: Place:
Hacr: Place:
Died: 16 HAY 1968 Place:
19.  Hame: CHARLIE MELTON ROBINSON 7-19*-78 Spouse: TILDA AYCHE 7-10*-13%1 URIN: 466
---- Born: 1986 Place: BRRRIEN CO,GEORGIA
d  Chr.: Place:
Harr: Place:
Died: Place: CORDOVA,WALKER CO,ALABAMA
11, Name: CORER LER ROBINSON 7-11*-79 Spouse:
---- Born: Place: BBRRIEN CO,GECRGIA
thr.: Place:
Harr: Place:
Died: Place: OAKRY GROVE,TIFT-NASH HWY,BERRIEM CO,GBORGIA
12, Name: CARRIE LEE ROBINSON 7-12%-80 Spouse:
---- Baorn: Place: BERRIEN CO,GECRGIA
FoooChe.: Place:
Marr: Place:
Died: Place: OAKRY GROYE,TIFT-NASE HWY, BBRRIBN CO,GEORGIA
13, Name: GROVER ROBINSON 7-13*-81 Spouse:
---- Born: Place: BRRRIEN CO,GRORGIA
B Chr.: Place:
Mare: Place:
Died: Place: QARBY GROVE,TIFT-NASH HWY BERRIEN CO,GBORGIA
14, Name: INFANT ROBINSON 7-14*-82 Spouse:
---- Born: Place: BRRRIEN CG,GRORGIA
Chr.: Place:
Harr: Place:
Died: Place: OAKBY GROVE,TIFT-NASH HWY,BERRIEN CO,GRORGIA

Exhibit 5-42B



John Richard sold all of his businesses in Lenox and he and
his family moved to Gardner, Florida in 191@ (Reference map 1in
Chapter V, "James Hiram Robinson™). John Richard set up a saw
mill there, but 1t 1s unknown whether he moved the saw mill from
Georgia or not. The sawmill was located 1/4 mile east of the
Gardner Cemetery. He set the sawmill up in the middle of a
public road, that went from Bartow to Arcadia. For this daring
act, he was fined s$1000. Even though he was fined, he cut a new
road around the sawmill. This was the start of his saw milling
business in Florida.

John Richard Robinson and Dan Coker established permanency
for this small community, which still exists today. The two of
them named the town of Gardner, Florida. Dan Coker was a
business friend of John Richard’s. Later, the Coker’'s married
into the Robinson family. Dan’s son, Austin Stanley Coker, Sr.,
married John Richard’s granddaughter, Robbie Katherine Holmes,
the daughter of Nancy Martha Ann Robinson.

John Richard’'s wife, Sally, died at 7:00 A.M. on April 26,
1911 1in Gardner, from cancer. Her casket was ordered from
Wauchula, Florida. John Richard and his children accompanied
Sally on the traln leaving Gardner at 6:00 P.M., and headed to
Oakey Grove Cemetery 1n Georgia. When the train arrived at the
Suwannee River, it was delayed because the railroad trussel was
washed out. They did not arrive the next day in time for the
funeral that was planned at Oakey Grove Primitive Baptist Church.
It was a little before midnight when they arrived in Tifton and
because Sally was not embalmed, they could not delay the funeral
any longer. Back then, burilals had to be done as soon as
possible, due to fear of diseases and such. For this reason, her
coffin was sealed and not opened for viewing during the church
services. Usually, the coffin was opened in order to see the
deceased person. She was placed to her final rest a little after
midnight at Oakey Grove Cemetery. Her grave 1s located 3just
south of David Shannon’s grave. She had an unmarked grave until
Ralph Robinson of Lenox, Georgia, took the initilative to place a
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headstone on her grave. Lucille Byrd, of Alabama, contributed
$100 towards Ralph’s expenditures for the cost of the marker.

John Richard met Eveline Gertrude Tounds (originally from
Alabama) while attending a carnival show 1n Tampa. She was
working as a snake charmer at the carnival. They were married on

(at least by March of 1917). John Richard’'s daughter,
Nancy, sald Gertrude was a very good wife to her father. There
were no children from this marriage (See Exhibit 5-43 for Family
Group Record #10).

John Richard and T. E. Phillips were partners in a business,
Gardner Lumber Company (See Exhibit 5-44 for legal records of
land and property transaction). T. E. Phillips was from Tifton,
Georgla, and he helped John Richard’s brother, Joseph Danlel,
organize the Bank of Lenox (See Chapter V, "Joseph Daniliel
Robinson”). John occasionally took his saw mill crew from
Gardner to Tampa for the weekend. There the would buy supplies
and live it up (See Exhibit 5-45 for photograph).

Ralph Robinson, nephew of John Richard, was reminiscing with
John Richard’s daughter, Nancy, about John Richard and his
banker. One day, when John was 1n the bank he did business with
in Tampa, his banker asked to speak with him. He advised John
that hils account was overdrawn. John replied "I will just have
to go and make some more."

John and Sarah's fourth child, Katie Jane (known as "Pretty
Kate"), married William T. Moore. At some point, Pretty Kate
separated from William and moved back 1in with her father in
Gardner. One day, Tom Coker came to visit Kate (when she was
separated). John Richard shot at Tom six times and one shot went
through Tom’s clothes, but it didn’'t hurt him. John Richard shot
at Tom because Kate was only separated from William. A person
commented that Tom ran so hard that he "outran the word of God!"

Thelma (Swift) (Carter ?), of Lenox, and sister to
Felder Swift, was visiting one of John Richard’'s daughters on
January 13, 1912 when a confrontation occurred, resulting in the
death of John Richard’s son-in-law, William T. Moore. Thelma was
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD-19

12 AR 1994 Page 1
Busband:JOBR RICHARD ROBINSON 7*-9

Born: 21 MAR 1866 Place: CAT CRREK,NEAR VALDOSTA,BERRIEN CO,GRORGIA

Chr.: Place:

Hare: Place:

Died: 2 JUN 1926 Place: BIRMINGHAM HOSP,BIRKINGHAX,JRFFERSON CO,ALABAKA

Bur.: Blace: WALNUT GROYR CRM,BIRMINGHAM,JEFFERSON CO,ALABAMA

Pather: DAVID SHANNON ROBINSON 8*-1 Mother: NARCY CAROLINA POUNTAIN 6*-2 Parents’ MRIN: 1

Other wives:  SARAE RUTLAND-68

¥ife:  GERTRUDE 7+-83

Born: Place:
Chr.: Place:
Died: Place:
Bur.: Place:
Fathec: Hother:

Other husbands:

Sex Childcen

1, Nane: Spouse:
---- Born: Place:

Chr.: Place:

Harr: Place:

Dled: Place:
2, lName Spouse:
---- Born: Place:

thc.: Place:

Harr: Place:

Died: Place:
3. Nanme Spouse:
---- Bern: Place:

Che.: Place:

Nare: Place:

Died: Place:
4, Name: Spouse:
---- Born: Place:

Chr.: Place:

Harr: Place:

Died: Place:
5. Name: Spouge:
---- Born: Place:

Ch.: Place:

Harr: Place:

Died: Place:

Name and address of submittecr:
JORN SNYDER ROBINSON
3531 KEYSTONE ROAD Phone:813-937-2719
TARPON SPRINGS,FL
Exhibit 5-43 34689-9498



J. R« ROBIESON
70
KIRG LUIIBER & MFG. CO.
THIS INDENTUKE, Made thel6th day of liarch, 1917, between J. R
Robinson, od De Soto County, Floride, party of the first part, and King Lumber
& Manufacturing Company, a Florida, corporation, party of the second part,
WITQ@iSETﬂ: that the said party of the first part for and in
consideration of the sum of one hundred (#100.00) <¢ollars, and other consiceration
to him pald and delivered by the sald party of the second vart, the receipt
viiereof is hereby acknowledged, has bargained, sold, granted, conveyed and
confirmed and by these presents does bargaln, sell, grant, convey and confirm
unto the said party of the second part, and to its successors end assi;ns,

forever, the following described tracts and parcels of land, in De Soto County,

Florida, to wit;

411 that part of the north west quarter of the north east quarter

of sectlon 15, township 36, range 25, lying and being north of the public road,
of Fielder Street in Gardner, erossing the said ™ forty" from west to east,

except that part oonveyed by T, E, Fielder and wife to Board of Publiec
Instructions of De Joto County, by deed recorded in Deed éook 64, on paye b4,
publie records of said County;

Also, the‘north east quarter of the north east quarter of section 15,
township 36, range 25, except the following:- a tract of one acre described
in a deed from J. R. Robinson; and wife and T. E. Phillios and wife %o L. D,
Robinson, same being recorded in Deed Book 112, of page 179, records of said
County; and one other tract conveyed by J. R. Robinson and wife <*. E. Phillips
and wife to F. O. farwell by deed recorded in Deed Book 96, on page 29%,sald

County;
TOGETHER with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances

thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining.
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said party of the second part,

and 1ts successors and assigns, to their own proper use benefit end behoof

forever.
AND the sald party of the first part for himself and his heirs does

hereby covenant that he is lawfully seized of an undivided one half interest
in' the above described lands and is in peaceable and undisputed possession
thereof and does hereby fully warrant the title to said land and will defend
the same against the lawful claims of all persons . whomsoever.

IN wITNESS TMHLEREOF the said party of the first part has hereunto set
nis hand the day and year first above written.
Signed, sealed and delivered
in the presence of;
Jno. W. Burtcn

7. H. Bradley J. R. Robinson (SEAL)

Exhibit 5-44



A L ¥urrance
Ylerk ot. ot.
By M A Moye ¥, U,
STATE OF FLORIDA: )
COUNTY OF HARDEE:

I, S.3. Conroy, Ulerk Yirouit Court in and fa the HState and Vounty
aforesaid, 4o hereby ocertify that the above and foregoing 1s a trus and ocorreot
ocopy of the De Soto County Mecords as it appears on page 496 Desd bBook No. 133.

IN WITNESS WHEREOP I hereunto set my hand and affix my offioial
seal on this the 18th day of Jamary 4. D, 1927,

7

¢ .-
/.;)/7’ (,(J,.-,..,.-,.
Cleébrk Oirouit Gourt,

Hardes County, Morida.

OIOIOIOXOXO)‘JJXOXOXOXOXOI.(OXOXOZ(D 0XQaX0X0N0X

Bo. B2B20
Jo R. ROBINSON ET AL
0

KING IBR & MFG. CO.

THIS ACREEMENT Made and entered into on this the 24th day of
March, 4. D, 1917, in triplioats, between J. ¥, Hodineon and ¥. E. Phillips,
trading as the Oardner Lumber Company parties of the first part, and the XKing
Lumber and Manufaoturing Company, & oorporation, party of the secoond part, and
v, E, Phillips as surviving partner of the firm of Moyall & Phillips, and
Lela A. Royal parties of the third part,

WITNESSETR ' that the parties of the first part, for end in
consideration of the sum of ten ($10.00) dollars and other valuable coneiderations
to them in hand paid by ths party of the second part, does bargain, sell, assign,
set over and deliver, and by thess presents have bargained, sold, assigned,
set over and delivered unto the party of the seoond part 1its suoocessors and
sssigns, all the right, title, interest, oclaim or demand of the parties of the
firet part, in and to.or under that ocertain ocontraect, dated on thn 3lst
dsy of January, 4. D. 1910, executed by 4. ¥, Hoyal and T. £, Phillips to
parties of the firet part, and whioh is recorded in deed book 81, puge 337 of
the records of Ve Soto Vounty, Florida, together with all intersst, right, title
or claim of the parties of the first part in and to the timber situated upon the
lands desoribed in said contraet, or any other timber mentioned therein, with
powsr and authority to party of the second part to exercise all the righte
and privileges and receive all benefits or profits of every nature or kind
whatsosver which the parties of the firet part might have or oould receive a

alaim under and by virtue of said contraots,

And  the party of the seocond part hereby agrees to sccept the assignment

of the snid aontraot above stated, subjeot to the following changes and
modifioations;-

That pearsgraph 1 on page 1, whore the tinmbor is sold is
desorived as follows;

"The standing pine timber which memsuros 12" and over in
dlameter 12* above the ground,” be ohanged to read as follows;

"The standing pine timber which memsures 8 at top and 20 ft.
long and suitable for sow mill purposes®™.

And  that ocause 2 of ssid oontruot, which is found at the bottom
of page 8 and top of page 3 of baid oontraot, be modified so as to have the
same apply only to timber situated in township 38 range 26, and township 36,
range 26.

And  thet in addition to the rights given fn the third olauase
of ssid oontraoct, whioch is found on the third plgo. thereof, to build tram roads
and spure eto., over and upon the lands described in swid contract, that
the parties of the firet part shall at their expense and cost, obtain furnish
and deliver unto the party of the second rart the necessary written instruments,
'uigned by the parties owning the lands upon which the main line of the tram rond
in now looated and is -uﬁ.toa, giving to party of the second part the right
to maintain and operate said main line of tram road over snid lands for such
length of time as V party of the second part may desire.

-And  the parties of the first part will also obtain the necessary
paper writing from the parties owning the lands east and north ot the present
terminus of the tram road to the next range east, authorizing and permitting the
porty of the second part to maintain’ and cperate saild tram roed over and upon
8aid lands for such time or term of years as party of the second part may desire.

Said agaignment of uid‘oontrlot 18 acaepted by the party of the
seoond part upon the further oondition that all defoult or dclinquenties of the
parties of the first part in the performance of any portion of said contraot up
t111 the date hereof, shall be, and the same 1s hereby wanived by parties of the
third pars,

And  the sald ocontraot as assigned to the party of the second part
shall be freed and relieved from any penslties or forfeitures by reason
of any default of the parties of the first part.

THE ssaignment of said contraot by party of the gecond part 1is
acoepted upon the further condition that that part of anid contraot becinning with
the word "the" on the seventh line of the fifth page of said contract, down to and
inoluding the word " therewith,® on the sighteenth 1ine of the fifth page of said
contract be waived, and eliminated from said ocontract by partice of the second
part, The assignment of said oontract is at-:copted upon the condition that said
contract be so modified as to authorize the party of the second part to ocut such
timber as it may see fit into logs to be used ae ornte materinl, and to settle
therefor by logisale, all logs to be measured under the bark at the bloasom
end in narrow place and contente Tfigured to square 2/3 ot diameter, one ?nch to
be added to all logs 30 ft., or more . A report is to be made by second pacty to

first party of all 2oge 80 cut when eame is loaded in cuors.



And  the sald amsignment of said oontiact 18 socepted upon condition

that the sald contraot is so modified as to authorize and permit the party off
' the seoond part to furnish Royall & Phillips at Tifton, Oeori:im, on or before
the tenth of each month, a report of the amounte and kinde of lumbgr sawed

st their said mill, said report to be s complete checking of all lumbor cut
by them from said timber for the prior month, and on the same date, and to
moke metilement with the said Royall & Phillips for all lumbor sold or shinpped
by party of the seoond part during the previous month, the party of the first
part to have the right to examine the books cf the seoond party or railroad
booke &t any time during the 1ife of this ocontraot.

Said assignment is acoepted upon the further condition that all
reference lninld eontraot to the forfeiture of the sum of seven thousand one
hundred ma:torty {$ 7,140,00) dollars, be eliminated therefrom.

!l'm party of the second part socepts "uM ageignment upon the further

. '
oondition th'lt that part of n;d. oontraot beginning with the word ® tho" on the
aeventh nnneof the sixth page thereof, down to and {noluding the word"Wood"
on the 18th 1ind of the sixth page of said contract be sliminated entirely '
from said oox‘ltrnoi,' and the following substituted therefur;

"The party of the seoond part shall cut and saw all the standing
pine tubor-on ssid property that will measure eight inmohes at the top and
twonty feet long, whioh is suitable for saw mill purposes. and the party of the
ssoond part shall have ' the tight to out all tops and dead timber not
suitable for 'cross ties, into wood, if it mo desires, provided that the ocutting
of said wood shall not interfere with the delivery of land to the purchasers
thereof ,* '

Said assigiment es acocepted upon the further condition that that
portion of said cuntract beginning with the word "All * on the nineteenth
1ine of the sixth page thereof, down to and including the word " therafor",
on the twenty seventh line of the sixth page thersof, shall be stricken and
eliminated entirely from said contract, and the following substituted in lieu
thereof;

%311 slabe out at seid mill from said timber ehall be the property
of the party of the seoond part, and the party of the second pert shall not
be required to amcoount or pay the seid Royall & Phillips or any one elee
therefor.” '

Said agsignment is upon the further oondition that the first paragraphe
of the fifth clause of said oontract be eliminated therefram, and that the
following be substituted in lieu thereof;

® The parties of the second part for the further consideration of
9818 aesignment made by parties of the firast part,contraot and egree that they
will serry, tronsport and haul for the parties of the tirst pari, free of all
ocoat and without any ohorge whatever over their tram road, all naval stores

products, or the necsssary barrels or materials in which to ship the same,

provided that all of the produots or materials shall be loaded and unloaded
on cars at the expense of the parties of the first part, and provided further

that the jarty of the seoond part shall in no vise be lisble for any dclays

in the shipping or handling of the said naval etorea products or materisl, or
liable for any damage by reason of wrecke, fires, or any other loaes susiainod by
the handling of said naval stores or materials occurring in eny munner vhatsoe ver,
provided first parties are to furnish all cars far such transportation,”.

The party of the scoond part accepts sald asaignment upon the
further consideration that party of the second part shall only be liable for 1its
proportion of the taxes nonéioned in said contract which is assessed after the
let day of January, 1917.

4nd the party of the seocond part accepts the assignment of said
oontreot ux{on the further oonsideration that party of the seoond part shall have
the right and suthority to out and manufacture into oross ties such of the pine
timber as is mentioned in said ocontraot, as shall be suitable for such purposes
for wm?h party of the scoond part ocovenants and agroes to pay into the buid
Royall & Phillips . the sum of B¢ per tie for sll ties manufaotured by it
measuring 6 x 8 , mnd 6¢ per tie for all ties nnnu.tnt‘uroc by it measuring
1 x 8, and 8¢ per tie for all ties manufaotured by 1t measuring 7 x 9, said
ties to Do settled for st the ssme time and upon the same conditions and
under the same regulations as hereinafter provided for the settling of lumber.

And the parties of the seocond nart hereby accept the mssignment

of ssid oontract as heredby mpodified and changed, and agrees to oarry out and
perform each and svery part or paroel thereof as so modified and changed,
promptly and fully and nooorung to the true intent and meaning thereof,

And  the pu-tiuv of the first part, for themsleves, their heirs and.assigns,
both jJointly and severslly agree with the party of the second part, that one of
the notes to be given by the party o‘_'. the seoond part to parties of the firat
part in the sum of $5,000,00 which "is to be due and payable two years and
#ix months from date, shell be made. non-negotlnble, and the 1iability of +the
party of the seoond part thereunder shall be oconditioned upon the parties

of the fi.rlt part obtaining the right of way for the road horeinbefore mentioned
for party of the séoond part from the parties owning the lands upon vhich

the eaid tram road is now located, and the parties owning tho lands directly
east or north of the pressent terminus of the scid tram road to the Range line; '
said privilege to maintain said right of wey to be in writing ond signed by suid
land owners, authorizing and permitting the party of the second part to so
maintain said tram rosd, and operate the some so long as the party of the second
part ot its suocessors or assigns shall desire.

And the parties of the first and both jointly end severally
oovenant, oontrect and agres with the party of the socond part to obtain said
written agreement for the right of way of the party of the mecad part, its
sucoessors and asaigns within 12 months. from the date hereof.

And in the event said written agreement of sald right of wuy
is not obtained ‘lnd delivered into the :arty of the second part running to
party of the second part and its sucoesesors or assigmn, within 12 months from
the date hereof, then the party of the seoond part shall have the right to
immediately proceed to acquire snild right of way privilegce and to pay therefor

suoh suma of monsy as may be necessary to continue the same, which money so



paid cut and all expensas in oonnection therewith in moquiring suid right of

way or any portion thereof, shall be orsuited upon said non-nogoliublo nole,
4And the parties of ‘the t]irls and third part, covenant, contract

and sgree with the party of the sstond part that at the date hé;eof they

are the owners in fee simple of the balanss of the timber situated upon the

lands desorided in the contract 80 sssigned, which spproximates sbout 3500

sores, more or less. )

And that they will ferever warrant and defend the title thereto or
any portion thereof agsinst all parties olaiming or to olaim the same,

It is underatood and agreed that the parties of the sceond part siall
have the right to assign this sgreement, ar the agreement which 1s assigned
to them, ena the provision in the said oontract whioh the parties of the first
are assigning to the party of the seoond nvart rutrloting said assignment
1 harady waived.

And the parties of the third part hersto herebdy agree to this
assignment, snd all the 'moldifications hereinbefore made.

IN WITNESS WHEHREOY, the sald parties of the first part, have hereunto
set their hands and affized their wseals, and the party of the second part
has csused 1ts name to be signed hereto by 1ts vioce president, and the parties
of the third part have likewise wset their hands and seals on this the day
and year first above written.

Signed, sealed and delivered

in the preusence of}

E., D. Yreadwell

£. B. Loyless. J. #, Robinson (SEAL)
7, £, Pnillips (SEAL)
KING LIRIBER ) AND MANUFACTURING COMPAITY
By W. 0. Welles-~ Vice President.
T. %, Phillips (SEAL}
Surviving partner of Royal & Phillips.
Leola A. Royal {5LAL)

STATE OF FLORIDA:
COUNTY OF DE S070:

Before me, %he undersigned suthority, an offiocer duly uwuthori zed
to take mcknowledgments, pesrscmally appeared J. B, Hobinson, sna ¥. &. Phillips,
to me Xnown to be the persons desoribed in snd who executed the ab.ve and
foregoing instrument snd acknowoedged before me that thejr exeouted the same
for the uscs and 'p\\rpoau thersin set forth.

WITNESS my hand and sesl on this the £4th day of March, A, D. 1917.

B, B, Loyleas Notary Publia.
iy oommission expires July, 11 1920
{SEAL)
4 true copy of the original filed Mardh 28th, 1917,



John Richard and his 2nd. wife, Gertrude John Richard (center) with business friends
in Cordova, Alabama in approximately 1921 in Florida

(Note: No picture available
of first wife).
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an eyewitness to this tragedy. Pretty Kate and Willlam were
still separated when William came to the sawmill where John
Richard was working, to talk about the situation between him and
Pretty Kate. It was around lunchtime, so John Richard invited
William to come up to his house and stay for 1lunch. While
sitting at the table, an argument developed and William shot John
Richard five times. He reached into his coat pocket, pulling the
pistol and the coat up and shooting John Richard without removing
the pistol from the coat. Four shots hit John Richard in the
stomach and one shot hit him in the leg. William jumped up from
the table and ran outside. John Richard’s son, Laurence, grabbed
the rifle from over the fireplace mantle and chased after him.
When he got on the front porch, Laurence saw William outside the
yard fence and shot him six times, which killed him instantly.
William was buried at Gardner Cemetery. John Richard recovered
from his injuries, however damage to his leg created problems for
the rest of his life.

John Richard sold his part of Gardner Lumber Company and
took a trip out west to Plke’'s Peak. Whilile there, he was enticed
to buy $10,000 in gold stock. It turned out that he had bought
stock for a gold mine containing "fool’'s gold,"”™ not real gold.
The stock was worthless and he 1lost all the money he had
invested.

John Richard moved to Alabama and started a chain of grocery
stores around there. He had a general store 1n Ensley, Alabama.
He died June 2, 1926 in Birmingham Hospital in Jefferson County,
Alabama. He died from shock while undergoing surgery to have his
leg amputated. The amputation was needed due to complications
created by him being shot in the leg by William T. Moore. He 1s
buried at Walnut Grove Cemetery in Birmingham, Alabama on Old
Highway #11 between Bessemer and Birmingham. It 1s the only

cemetery between these towns (See Exhibit 5-46 for Certificate of
Death).
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JEFFERSON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF STATISTICS AND VITAL RECORDS
Birmingham, Alabama

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
STATE OF ALABAMA

File No.

2097-Bh-1926

1. Place 0'18)00 Death Beat No. 2 :Jért:‘allssil!::l)dance (Where deceased lived. If institution: Residence bsfore
Jefferson 1 a.state  Alabama b.county Jefferson
s Pi f D . . ' I . Is Resid inside
5T, Town, o Location  Tonde Tty Dimer | o oy o or Lecation " e
Birmingham vesO  NoO Birmingham vest]  no[d
d. Namo of {if not in hospltal, glve street address) .. Is.tear;gtlg ?L d. Street Address On A Farm?
Institution B'ham. General Hosp. 1611 Ave I, Ensley vesld NoD
. Name of . First Middte Last 4, ?ate Month Day ~ Year
(Fypeorprinty John R. Robinson Death June 2, 1926
5. Sex 6. Color or Race 7. Married ] Never Married [] [8. Date of Birth 9. Age (in years| If Under 1 Yr. 1f Under 24 Hrs.
. ey |351 bié!GdEY) Months| Days | Hours | Min.
Male White widowed[]  Divorcea ] 1866 . e
I0a. Usual Occupation {Give kind of 10b. Kind of Business or 11. Blrthplace {State or forelgn 12. Citizen of What Country?
work done during most of working Industry Country) i .
) Merchant - - Not Stated o _Georgia_ -~ Not Stated
13. Father’s Name 14. Mother’s Maiden Name. 14a. Name of Surviving Spouse
Robinson Not Stated. .. .. < . Gertrude Robinson-
15, \‘%aessf):&eaos?o Ev(elrfl;ue: gslv:\\rrvlg$%fgant::ss;f 16.Soola| %ecm:lt?' No.. - {17. Informant’s Name R S R0b1 nson -
unknown - rerviee). : Not Stated Address Not Sta ted "

18. Cause of Death {Enter only one cause per Ilne for (a), (b), and (c).) .-

interval Between
Onset and Death

. d By:
PART I. Death Was caused By: yarjcose of Ulcers leg and feet secondary | 3 mo. 2 da.
v cellutitis : .
Conditions, if any, ] Due tob) ___TOXemia and Asthem a. Shock from amputation of 3 mos.
which gave rise to : 'l - -
2 above cause (a), eg
(=) stating the under-
P lying cause last. Due to (¢)
g PART Il. Other Significant Conditions Contrlbutlng to Death But Not Related to the Termlnal Dlsease Condltion |19. Was Autopsy Per-
3} . Given inPart I{a) - R ; 3 formed?
E . ves No O3
=120a. g’robably 20b. Describr Haw Inlury Occurred. (Enter nature of Injury In Part | or Part Il of item 18.) —— —~—
‘ 5 ccident ~Suicide Homicide .
Q
|1 < 20¢. Tlme of Hour Month, Day,Yr
5 o injury - m.
] a . p.m. . B
w 20d ln]ury Occurred 20e. Place of ln]ury (e.g., In or about - | 20f. City, Town, or Location - — - County- State -
S|while At Not While At home, farm, factory, street, ofﬂce) . S “ e .
WorkD “work [J .

21. 1 attended the deceased from

. to

Death occurred at

and usfsaw}:,m alive on

m on the date stated above; and to the best of my knowledge from the causes stated.

STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFFERSON COUNTY

Seel of Haalth Ofﬁc?r RS
Jefferson County, Alabama

22a. Signature (Degree or titie) - 22b Address 22c. Date Signed
A.C. Fields, M.D. - Not Stated "Not Stated
23a. Burial, Cremation 23b. Date 23c. Name of Cemetery or Crematory 23d. Location (City, town, or county) (State)
Remaoval (Speclfyi - .
Not Stated 6-3-26 Wa]nut Grove Cemetery Not Stated
24. Funeral Director Address 25. Date Recd By Local Reg. 26. Registrar’s Signature
W.C. Vice Undtg Co. Not ‘Stated Not Stated

This is to certify that thé above is a true and correct abstract of information

1971.

%ﬁz%@d; 1/

Reglst:rar of thal Statistics

contained in the death certificate as permanently recorded in the Bureau of Statis-
tics and Vital Records, Jefferson County ‘Department of ‘Health, Birmingham,
Alabama and is lssued under the provmons of Title 22-9-8, State Code of Alabama,

Authonzed Bureau Clerk

October 2, 1979

Date of Issue

IMPORTANT — This certificate vond (a) without the embossed seal of the Health Officer of Jefferson County, Alabama. (b)

if it contains evndenee of erasures or alberatxons
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CHILDREN

LULA LURANIA ROBINSON was their first child. Lula’s first
husband, John Samuel Noble, died from an overdose of alotmen
(prescribed medication) on March 14, 1912. Lula’s second husband
was O. J. Tooke. Lula died May ___, 1918, three days after
giving birth to her sixth child, Woodrow. She died in Arcadia
General Hospital.

PEARLE LEE ROBINSON was their second child. She lived 1in
Gardner, Florida, and later in Homestead, Florida. She married
John Lott.

LAURENCE DAVID ROBINSON was their third child. He returned
to Berlin, Georgia 1in 1914 and went into the grocery business.
Laurence’s son died at age four from injuries when Laurence ran
over him. Laurence was starting to make a home delivery with his
son and they were involved in an accident. The boy was thrown
from the truck and the truck ran over him. This happened 1in
Berlin, Georgia. Laurence sold his store and returned to West
Palm Beach, Florida. He went into the plumbing business and did
work on city contracts for sewage lines and the 1like. He was the
first child to meet a violent death. He was found dead in his
garage in approximately 1931, 1932, or 1933. He had been shot
and it was never determined if he had committed suicide or if he
had been murdered.

KATIE JANE "PRETTY KATE" ROBINSON was their fourth child.
It 1s rumored that she ran away with Homer Gardner Hand between
1933 and 1935. Homer was a county commissioner. She was last
seen in 1933 and no one knew where she went to. She died 1n
Hope, Hempstead County, Arkansas as Kathleen Welch.

133



NANCY MARTHA ANN ROBINSON was their fifth child. She left
Gardner, Florida in 1913 and moved to Tampa, Florida. Nancy
opened a rooming house in Tampa on Franklin Avenue in 1934. This
bullding still stands today.

JOHNIE SETON was their sixth child and he never married. He
died from rheumatic heart and rheumatism while a patient at John
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. He was buried at the
Gardner Cemetery.

GEORGE AMERICUS ROBINSON was their seventh child. He moved
from Gardner, Florida to Birmingham, Alabama with his father in
1919. He resided in Cordova, Alabama. George was John Richard’s
fourth son to meet a violent death. George had approximately
$6,000 stored in his safe when he was robbed and shot to death.

ROBERT SHANNON ROBINSON was their eighth child. He also
moved from Gardner, Florida to Birmingham, Alabama with his
father in 19 . He resided 1in Cordova, Alabhama. Robert was
the third child of John Richard’s to meet a violent death.
Robert had sold about $1500 worth of hogs and had accepted a
check for payment. After the sale, he and a drinking buddy were
gseen drinking. Later, his body was found down on the river in
his truck. He had been murdered; someone had cut his throat.
The killers must have thought he had c¢ashed the check, but it
turns out that the check was still at home.

JEWEL MAY ROBINSON was their ninth child. She moved to
Birmingham, Alabama with her family in 1914. Her husband, Hall
Schauber, was a dispatcher for L & N Ralilroad 1in Birmingham,
Alabama. Jewel disappeared under mysterious circumstances, on
the same day that her car burnt, and she has never been seen
since.
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CHARLIE MELTON ROBINSON was their tenth child. He also
moved to Birmingham, Alabama from Gardner, Florida in 1914.
Charlie was a 1light weight fighter and resided in Cordova,
Alabama. He was the second brother to meet a violent death. A
man owed him $100 in a gambling debt. Charlie was told to come
on over and collect the money, but when he arrived he was cut
down by a shotgun.

Thelir eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth children
all died at a young age.

GRANDCHILDREN
Lucille (Noble) Byrd 1is the daughter of Lula Lurania and
John Noble. Her father died when she was four months old. She

can remember her first car ride; she was going to Ft. Meade with
her grandfather, John Richard, to the lumber company commissary.
Lucille also recalls on the day of her mother’s funeral of how
the wind was blowing and the tall pines that were surrounded
them. She remembers seeing an airplane for the first time when
she was around 5 or 6 years old. She was attending primer school
and was on her way to school with the other children. When they
saw the airplane, 1t sent a chill of fear through them, and they
ran like crazy back to the school house because they thought the
alrplane was goling to fall on them. This school was located at
Nocaee, which is one or two miles south of Arcadia.

Sally Noble is another daughter of Lula Lurania and John
Noble. When Lula died, Sally was years old and Lucillle was
6 1/2 years old. At this time Lucille and Sally were placed in a
Baptist children’s home located in Arcadia, Florida (this
orphanage was later moved to Lakeland, Florida). Lucille recalls
her grandmother, Gertrude, always remembering her and her sister,
by sending them presents at the orphanage. One Baster, she sent
each of them a new dress that she had made. §Sally died in an
automoblile accident 1in Winter Haven, Florida.
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