JOSEPH DANIEIL ROBINSON

Joseph Daniel was the eighth and youngest child of David
Shannon and Nancy Carolina (Fountain) Robinson. He was born on
March 29, 1869 at Cat Creek, near Valdosta, Berrien County,
Georgia. He 1lived there until 1877. At the age of 8, he moved
with his family to their new farm and homestead at the crossroads
of Oakey Grove in Berrien County, Georgla (See Exhibit 5-47 for
photograph) .

Joseph Daniel (known as "Joe") grew up working on the farm
and helping out his family with their businesses. He worked at
the crossroads’ general merchandise store and as the ginner at
the cotton gin. The gin was powered by a steam boiler and a mule
under the gin that went around and around to pull the screwdriver
that packed the cotton. It was at this gin in about 1885 that
Joe had an accident that resulted in him getting the tip of his
nose and the finger tips on his left hand cut off, as well as
severely cutting his arm and 1lip. In later 1life, he wore a
mustache to cover the scar on his upper 1lip (For more
information, see p. 53 of this book).

In the early 1890°'s, Joe moved from his parent’s home to
take a Job teaching school in a neighboring community, of

Eldorado, Georgia. There he taught two terms of school. He
replaced a 1lady teacher that was forced to quit because of the
students’ rowdiness. One of his former students, Jim Buck

Whiddon, told Joe’'s son, William Penn, that Joe immediately
egstablished control by paddling all the boys and girls, sending
them home to clean up, and telling them to return to school the
next day, promptly. Jim said he had received a rather blistering
paddling. He promptly went home and showed his father. Jim’s
father said he had gotten what he degserved and that he had better
be at school the next day. Jim said this corrected the
discipline problem.
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Joseph Daniel Robinson

Exhibit 5-47



Around 1892 or 1893, Joe made Lenox his new home. According
to William Penn and Joseph Leonard Robinson, their father, Joe,
made this move because the Georgia Southern and Florida Railroad
had come to Lenox in 1888. The railroad put a depot 1in Lenox
because James D. Kinard, a resident of Lenox, donated fifty acres
of land to the railroad company, of which he would retain half
interest in ownership. In return, Georgia Southern and Florida
Railroad established Lenox’s first railroad station, the first
telegraph, and express office, all contailned within a box car.
In 1891, the land in the Lenox community was surveyed and
gsectioned into business and residential lots and offered for
sale. Joe felt all this progress in Lenox created Dby the
rallroad would provide a better future for business activity than
at the crossroads of Oakey Grove.

In 1893, Lenox acquired a post office. Prior to that, it
was an unnamed settlement surrounded by a forest of virgin pine
timber for many vyears 1in the northern part of Cook County,
Georgia. The story has been told that Lenox acquired its name as
a farmer drove his ox cart through the settlement and one citizen
was heard to remark "That man 18 sure driving a mighty lean ox."
Someone suggested "Lean-ox" as the name for the community.
"Lean-ox" was altered to "Lenox" and the name was adopted
(Remembered Places, Leftover Pieces p. 38). Another story gives
credit to James D. Kinard for being the citizen that saw the lean

oXx and suggested the name of Lenox (History of Cook County,
Minnie Shaw, p. 80).

Joe and James D. Kinard moved to Lenox and established their
homes there. Not only did they live there longer than any other
families, but they became the pillars of the community for both
the economy and government. Joe’s first venture into politics
was being elected one of the first three councilmen for the Lenox
government .

It is not known for sure what type of work Joe did in Lenox
for the two or three years before he opened his store. Joseph
Leonard recalled his father telling about handling land sale
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transactions for Sim Harrell when he first moved to Lenox. In
later years Joe handled the sale of several lots of 1land from
James D. Kinard to his father David Shannon (Joseph Leonard
Robinson’s home sets on one of these lots). Joe had encouraged
his father to buy the land because it was a good investment and
he had high hopes that his parents would move to Lenox. This
would allow him to be close to his parents and help take care of
them 1f needed. Since he was the last child to leave home, he
felt obligated to do this.

In approximately 1895, David Shannon gave Joe the inventory
from his general store at the crossroads, which was worth about
8150 and almost filled up a8 one horse wagon. Joe operated a
grocery store in Lenox, started by this inventory.

In 1895, Joe conducted a mercantile business on the site now
occupled by Mrs. W. C. Malone. Later, R. J. Griffin purchased
this property, and he sold 1t to Ben Sirmans. The building and
stock were consumed by fire. Joe then purchased another wooden
bullding and mercantile business owned by J.L. Mathews who was
the first Mayor of Lenox. The date of this purchase transaction
is unknown (History of Cook County, Minnie Shaw, p. 80-82).

Joe married two times. His first marriage was to Mary Blake
James on May 21, 1898 (See Exhibit 5-48 for Marriage License).
Mary Blake James was born in Dodge County, Georgia to John James
and Elizabeth Daughtery of Dodge County.

On May 27, 1898, 1n The Tifton Gazette, an article of
congratulations appeared about the marriage of Joe to Mary James.
They were married in Lenox on a Sunday (May 22, 1898) and Justice
J. R. Kinard officiated. It says "Mr. Robinson 18 a young
merchant of Lenox, energetic, thrifty and progressive." It
described Mary as the sister of the section master at a school
(See referenced article in Exhibit 5-49).

Joe and Mary had two children, both born in Lenox ({See
Exhibit 5-50 for Family Group Record #11). After Joe separated
from Mary, Joe and his children lived with his brother, James
Hiram, and James’ wife, Eliza, in Lenox (Jjust north of the Bank
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STATE OF CEORGIA,*BE_ERIEN COUNTY.
To any Judge, Justibe of the Peace or I inister;of {he G spel:

]7/1201(, are lere /g/ hor*uad to join...... (ATt LN B —
: in the Holy State of Matrimony, according to the Consti-

tution and’ Laws o, th,t.s Smte, cmd for so doing this shall be your License. And yow are hereby re-
quired to return this License to me, with your Certificate hereon of the fact aud date of the Marriage.

Given under my hand and seal this oo day of
Ordinary.
CERTIFICATE.
ST TE OF CEORGIA, BERR}ZN COU%T
Iccl tsz z‘]mt (AT Labaider1_  and Fean 0 L avere
: K Ezg‘hteen

£ S0 N day of e

Ordinary.
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12 HAR 1994 Page 1
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Husband:JOSEPH DANIEL ROBINSON 8*-10

Born: 29 MAR 1869 Place: CAT CREER,NBAR VALDOSTA,BERRIEN CO,GEORGIA

Chr.: Place:

Marr: 22 HAY 1898 Place: BBRRIEN CO,GBORGIA

Died: 15 JAN 1941 Place: TIFTON HOSPITAL,TIPTON,TIFT CO,GECRGIA

Bur.: Place: OAKEY GROVR,TIFT-NASH HWY,BERRIEN CO,GEORGIA

Father: DAVID SHANNON ROBINSON 6*-1 Hother: NARCY CAROLINA POURTAIR ¢*-2 Parents’ MRIN: 1

Other wives:  VIRGINIA HENDERSON-95

Wife:  HARY BLAKE JAMES 8*-84

Botn: 39 MAY 1879 Place: ,,DODGE CO,GBORGIA

Chr.: Place:

Died: 27 JUN 1923 Place: STAUNTON,GEORGIA

Bur.: Place: BETHLKHRM CEM,LBNOX,COOK CO,GEORGIA

Father: JOHN JAMBS 8*-1993 Hother: BLIZABETH DAUGHTERY 8*-1964 Parents’ MRIN: 731

Other husbands:

Sex Children

z===

1. Name: ERNEST ELDRIDGE ROBINSON 8-1*-85 Spouse: GENESTA MILBY 8-1*-1393 HRIN: 487
-~-- Born: 27 JUR 1899 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GRORGIA
B Chr.: Place:
Hare: 1923 Place: ?? HAHIRA ??,7? LOWNDES CO ?,?? GRORGIA ??
Dled: 22 JBN 1966 Place:
Z. Name: DAVID BALPH ROBINSON, SR. 8-2*-86 Spouse: CALLIE HAB ROGERS 8-2*-1398 HRIN: 478
---- Born: 18 JUL 1968 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GEORGIA
i Che.: Place:
Marr: 8 JUL 1933 Place:
Died: 13 SBP 1981 Place: TIFTON GEN HOSP,TIFTON,TIFT CO,GRORGIA
3. Name Spouse:
---- Born: Place:
Che.: Place:
Marr: Place:
Died: Place:
4. Name Spouse:
---- Born: Place:
Che.: Place:
Karr: Place:
Died: Place:
5, Name Spouge
---~ Born: Place:
Chr.: Place:
Harr: Place:
Died: Place:

Name and address of submitter:

JOEN SNYDER ROBINSOR

3531 KRYSTONE ROAD Phone:813-937-2719
TARPOR SPRINGS,FL

Exhibit 5-50 34689-9498



of Lenox’s old location). Eliza fllled in as a mother for the
children, David Ralph and Ernest Eldridge Robinson, until Joe
married again. {Mary Blake [James] Robinson remarried. Her
second husband was John H. Williams and they 1lived in Sparks.
She 1is burlied at Bethlehem cemetery near Lenox).

His second marriage was to Virginia Ann Henderson on
December 9, 1906 (See Exhibit 5-51A and 5-51B for Family Group
Record #12). Virginia (known as "Miss Jennie”) was born on
January 1@, 1878 1in Huntington, Florida to James Alexander
Henderson, who was born on September 28, 1845 in Troy, Alabama,
and Emma Louise Myers, who was born on December 25, 1858 1n
Valdosta, Georgla. Virginia and her parents moved from Florida

to Adel, Georgia, when s8she was 14 vyears old. When Joe and
Virginia met, she was teaching school at Lenox and living with
her parents 1n Adel, Georgia. She taught at the one teacher

school house which was located behind the present Bank of Lenox.
Joe met Virginia at the school when he was getting his oldest
son, Ernest, enrolled. William Penn Robinson recalls the old
school house resembling an old style corn crib. Virginia taught
all the students, which ranged from the first through the seventh
grades. She taught for two or three terms.

Joe and Virginia were married by Reverend Patrick in Adel at
her home (the o0ld Henderson house that was located where the
Farmer’'s Bank now stands). David Ralph Robinson remembers the
bride and groom coming up from Adel on the train and him hiding
behind the door and his Uncle James Hiram asking him how he liked
his new mother. They had supper prepared on the back porch.
Joe, Virginia, David Ralph, and Ernest lived with James Hiram and
his wife, Eliza, at their house, untill Joe’'s new house was
completed 1in 1907.

An article 1in the Nashville Herald, on August 25, 1905,
tells of a fight between Joe and Bud Clanton. The article refers
to Joe as a prominent business man of Lenox and Bud Clanton as a
young farmer. In the past, there had been a conflict between the
two men. When they approached each other on the street,
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PAMILY GROUP RECORD-12
12 ¥AR 1994 : Page 1 of 2

================================:=================================================================83===3=============3===II====

Hushand:JOSEPH DARIEL ROBINSON 8*-10

Born: 29 HAR 1869 Place: CAT CREEF,NEAR VALDOSTA,BERRIEN CO,GEORGIA

Chr.: Place:

Macr: 9 DBC 1946 Place: REV, PATRICK,ADEL,COOK CO,GBORGIA

Died: 15 JAN 1941 Place: TIFTON HOSPITAL,TIFTON,TIFT CO,GEORGIA

Bur.: Place: OAREY GROVE,TIFT-NASH HWY,BERRIBN CO,GRORGIA

Father: DAVID SHANNON ROBINSON @*-1 Hother: NANCY CAROLINA POURTAIN 6*-2 Parents’ MRIN: 1

Other wives: HARY JAMES-84

Wife:  VIRGINIA ANN HENDERSON 8*-93

Born: 18 JAN 1878 Place: HUNTINGTON,PLORIDA

Chr.: Place:

Dled: 26 SEP 1563 Place: ADEL MEM HOSP,ADBL,COOK CO,GEORGIA

Bur.: Place: ORKRY GROVE,TIPT-NASH HWY,BERRIEN CO,GEORGIA

Father: JAMES ALEXANDER HBNDERSON §*-1985 Hother: EMMA LOUISE MYRRS 8%-2976 Parents’ MRIN: 732

Other husbands:

Sex  Children

1. Name: JOSEPH LBONARD ROBINSON 8-3*-87 Spouse: MATTIE LOU LANE 8-3*-1411 HRIN: 476
---- Born: 23 SEP 1987 Place: LENOX,CCOK CO,GEORGIA
M Chr.: Place:
Marr: 21 SEP 1930 Place: HOME OF JD LANE,KORTICELLO,JASPER CO,GRORGIA
Died: Place:
2, Mame: DANIEL ALVIN ROBINSON 8-4*-88 Spouse: DOROTHY BRLLE STUTTS 8-4*-1415 HRIN: 477
---- Born: 19 FEB 1989 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GBORGIA
H Chr.: Place:
Harr: 9 AUG 1930 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GEORGIA
Died: 9 FEB 1948 Place: LENOX,COQK CO,GEORGIA
3. Name: BMMA ALICE ROBINSON 8-5%-89 Spouse: JOSBPH G. (JACK) AUSTIN 8-5%-1429% HRIN: 483
---- Born: 23 OCT 1911 Place: LENOX,COOK CC,GBORGIA
FooChr.e Place:
Karr: 31 OCT 1946 Place: CHICAGO,COOK CO,ILLINOIS
Died: 9 HAR 1986 Place: HBR HOME,LENOX,COOK CO,GEOBGIA
4, Name: ROBY HENDERSON ROBINSON 8-6*-98 Spouse: BLANCH WBLCH 8-6*-1438 HRIN: 484
---- Born: 23 OCT 1911 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GBORGIA
N Cht.: Place:
Marr: 27 DBC 1936 Place: BLANCH'S HQUSE,MILLEDGRVILLE,BRLDWIN CO,GEORGIA
Died: 24 OCT 1972 Place: TIFTON HOSPITAL,TIFTON,TIFT CC,GRORGIA
5, HName: ANNIE MARIE ROBINSON 8-7%-91 Spouse: LAWRENCE B CRAWFORD, SR.-1434 HRIN: 485
---- Born: 12 JAN 1913 Place: LENOX,CQOK CO,GEORGIA
FChe.: Place:
Xarr: 5 JUL 1936 Place: MBTHODIST CHURCE,LENOX,COCK CO,GRORGIA
Died: Place:

Name and address of submitter:

JOBN SNYDER ROBINSON

3531 KBYSTONE ROAD Phone:813-937-2719
TARPOK SPRIRGS,FL

Exhibit 5-51A 34689-9498




FAHILY GROUP RECORD-12

12 KAR 1994 Page 2 of 2
fushand: JOSEPH DANIEL ROBINSON 8*-18 Yr of Birth 1869
Wife: VIRGINIA ANN HENDERSOY 8*-95 fr of Birth 1878
Sex  Children {continued)
§. Name: WILLIAM PBNN ROBINSON 8-8%-92 Spouse: MARGUERITE CASSELS 8-8*-1449 HRIN: 487
--- Born: 12 OCT 1914 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GEORGIA
i Che.: Place:
Hare: 7 HAY 1943 Place: PRRTERIAN,PARSONAGE,CORDELL,GRORGIA
Died: 28 P3B 1993 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GEORGIA
7, Hane: JAMES BUFORD ROBINSON §8-9*-93 Spouse: OMARBE FARGASON 8-9*-1442 HRIN: 488
---- Born: 23 AUG 1916 Place: LENOX,COOK CO,GBORGIA
4 Che.: Place:
Marc: 1 KAR 1941 Place: HAHIRA,LOWNDES CO,GEQRGIA
Died: ABT 1992 Place:
8, Name: EZEKIBL GALLAWAY ROBINSON 8-10%-94 Spouse:
---- Born: 1 JAW 1918 Place: LBNOX,COOK CO,GRORGIA
i Chr.: Place:
Harr: Place:
Died: 23 JAN 1919 Place:

Exhibit 5-51B



something was said or done to provoke disagreement. Joe struck
Bud Clanton several times with a broom handle and Bud Clanton cut
Joe with a pocket knife in five places. Two of the wounds were
on the arm and three were on his body. Dr. Clements dressed the
wounds of Joe; the wounds were "not considered necessarily
fatal.” Bud Clanton was arrested and gave a $400 bond for his
appearance at the next term of Superior Court (See referenced
article in Exhibit 5-52). Joe’s daughter, Emma Alice, remembers
hearing her father talk about this fight.

In 1906, Joe took the leadership role for the Baptist Church
of Lenox to be built, along with the help of C.B. Daughtrey and
M.J.L. Griner. It was built by public donations. (History of
Cook County, Minnlie Shaw, p. 100).

Also during 1906, Joe had purchased 1land from his father,
David Shannon, for his new home. The land was Block C and D of
lot #1063 1in Lenox, District 9. This 1land had previously been
purchased by David Shannon on February 16, 1898 from E. PF.
Kinard. Joseph Leonard Robinson, remembers his father, Joe
paying $6,000 to Mr. Parrish of Adel to build his new home 1n
1906. Joe and his family moved in sometime between January and

July 1907. Joe and Virginia had eight children, all of which
were born in this house. This property is on the corner opposite
from the present Bank of Lenox. The original home became the

home of Joe’'s daughter, Emma Alice (Robinson) Austin, until her
death. On the south side of this property, Joe constructed a lo9
cabin. The cabin was never lived in by Joe or his family. He
built it strictly for pleasure, possibly reminding him of the log
cabin he was born in at Cat Creek. The cabin still stands on
this property today.

The following exhibits contain photographs of Joseph Daniel
and Virginia in their young and later years, their children, the
town of Lenox, the Bank of Lenox, and their home (See Exhibits 5-
53A through 5-53G).

The need for banking facilities became urgent as the town of
Lenox grew and business increased. As a result, the Bank of
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Nature's Nerve

o1 ihe bunds,  We presume that
the County Commissious will see
to it that all such superintendents
will do better after the first iu-
spection.

At a special meeling of the
locol lodge Knights of Lythias
held Tuesday night tho followingy
officers were installed:

C. Ao Christian,
Commander.

J. H, Gaskius, Vice Chancellor.

A, G, Sweat, Master of Finanee
and Keeper ot Records and Seal.

John Griflin, Prelate. ¢

A. J. Connell, Master-at-Arms.

W. R. Swmith, Master of Work.

Chancollor

Anderson & Lovett have -sold
their old drng store to Mr. A, S
Knight of Atlanty,  The dead was
closed yesterday afternoon, Mr,

Knight will be here Monday
worning to begin taking siock,

The Herald is, pleased to wel-

come Mr, Knizlit and family to
Nushville. }le is a brother of

Mrs. J. W. I, Powell, MHe was
reared at 1..1\ Mill, inthis coun-
ty, but has been Ix\mg in Atlanta
for some time.

Mesdames Powell & Lovett
have sold their millinery business
to Mrs. T, B. Henderson of Brook-
field. She is an experioneed mil-
liner and witl move to Nushville
at once.

Protracted services will begin
at the Baptist church Sunday.
Rev. A. J. Reamy of Fort Valloy
will assist the pastor. Everybody
is invited to attend the services.

. P. Title, who has been ou
the sick list for several days, is
improving, and is able to ]\nocl\
mound a little.

\\'hy not let me sell you that piano or
organ, and keep the money at home? We
need it and can sell you as good an in-
strument as anyone. S, T, Tyuart,

A ear load of 2
in the campmeetiug
Spriugs last Sunday.

Nashvillinns teokte per
af (-.x.&,l\m.l

]

Mrs, A, V. Shealey and Mr, A, B, |

Shealey have returned to White hprmgs
for a few days.

Miss Minnie 0\'erstreet spent the first
part of the week in Douglas, retutning
yesterday glorning,

Misy Lr‘a Ricks
Vabllosta where she has Leen spending
Her sis@er, Miss

has returned  from

Iter sumnter . vacation,

Josie, returned with her,

1. C.
chitrgy:
weeks,
Suturday.
and made a host of friends here,

MeKinney, who has bLeen in
of the Farmers Bank  for several
returned to his home in Atlanta
He is a pleasant vounyg man
who re-
vret to lose him,

{‘utting Affray at Lenox.

J. D. Robinson, a prominent
business man of Lenox, wag sert-
cusly cut by Bud Clanton, a young
favmer, at that placo one day last
\\'(f(’k. s

It seems there had Dbeen bad
fouling between the mon for some
thae, and when Clanton started to
pass Iobinson a dflienlty avose
Letween them, Robinson strock
Clanton - several blows with a
broom handle and Clanton cut
hin with a pocket knife in five
places, two of the wounds being
on tho arm and three on the body.

Clauton was arrested and gave
a4 %100 bond for his appearance at
the next torm of Superior Court.
Dr, Clements dressed Robinson's
wounds, which are not considered
nocessarliy fatal,

Mu. Bpiton:—Do you know Dr.
Kendail, of Atlanta, (a.? He's
a Methodist preachor. They say
he's g vood eone; anyhow he had
night sweats, Think he had mula-
ria Lefure and was sort o' run
down —thnt’s the canse, Don’t
ever lot your “system” run down!
T he Lad taken G?Mm'amm
he would’t have -y g8 ":"I"’fll(’{'

had either, but GJ XTI

he bought it in time to cure the

sweats. The drugeists sell it.
“Litrie Brop”
Money to Loan.—I can loan

money on Nashville real estale at
cont. intercst, torms and
jime to suit. Call on or address
W. (i, Harvison, Nashville, Ga.
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Joseph Daniel and Virginia Ann Robinson
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Joseph Daniel with sons, David Ralph (left)
and Ernest Eldridge (right) - approx. 1905

1-Virginia, 2-Joseph, 3-Alvin, 4-Alice,
5-Roby, 6-Marie, 7-William, 8-Buford;
Lenox, Georgia in approx. 1922.
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David Ralph Robinson, son of Joseph
Daniel, at age 19. He was a station
lineman for Western Union. Taken in
Birmingham, Alabama in 1919.

Lenox High School, 10th. Grade, 1930.

Left to right:
Back row: Professor Hodges, Marie
Robinson, Julia Collier,
Alice Robinson
Middle row: Felder Swift, Felton Allen,
Roby Robinson, Russell Ruedeger,

S OT# CrAOE /9570 — Lewax, EA,

y R

Lester Golden, W.H. Outlaw : -

¥
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This photograph was taken in 1905 looking west on Central Avenue
in Lenox, Georgia. To the left 1is the cotton gin and store
operated by John Richard Robinson. In the far left 1s Joseph
Daniel Robinson’s house. On the right is the Lenox Train Depot
and the two-story building is the Lenox Hotel.
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Joseph Daniel Robinson's house
built in 1906 (2 views)

Joseph Daniel Robinson's
log cabin

Bertha Belflower standing
in front (about 1980)
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LENOX BANK

The first bank in Cook County was at
Lenox. Established in 1906, the bank was
housed in the former office of Dr. Hend-
ricks. In 1907, the bank moved into a new
brick building. The old wooden building still
stands behind the brick building in Lenox.

(Remembered Places
Leftover Pieces... p. 38)

i
}
L

Joseph Daniel Robinson &

Bank of Lenox
Approximately 1910
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Lenox, was organized and opened as a private bank on January 2,

1906 under the management of Joe. The bank was housed 1in a
wooden structure that was the former office of Dr. Hendricks. On
January 20, 1907, it was incorporated as a state bank. In 1907,

the bank moved into a new brick building next to Gray’'s Hardware
Store (Remembered Places, Leftover Pieces p. 38). The wooden
structure sat behind the brick building and in later years moved
to its present position, which 1is behind the R.G. Lindsey Store.

Roby Henderson Robinson assumed the position of president
upon his father’'s death. 1In 1962, under the direction of Roby, a
new brick bullding for the Bank of Lenox was constructed on the
northeast corner of Central Avenue and U.S. Highway 41 (Robinson
Street); this is the present location of the bank. Roby remalned
active 1in the Bank of Lenox’s activities until his death on
October 24, 1972. Today, the bank 18 run by Roby’s sons, Roby
(Bobby) and Warren. Warren currently serves as the bank’'s
president. The bank has expanded by opening another bank, the
Bank of Lenox in Adel.

Through the vyears, 1t has prospered, due to the able
leadership of its officials. Joe was very influential in helping
to obtaln from the state of Georglia, a charter for forming the
Bank of Lenox. He was connected with the bank in an official
capacity since 1its organization. For a number of years he was
head cashler, and served ably as 1ts first president. The growth
and strength of the bank was due largely to his steadfastness and
his being keen 1n business (History of Cook County, Minnie Shaw,
p. 82). It was this strong foundation, created by Joseph Daniel,
that gave the bank the strength to survive during and after the
Great Depression. The Bank of Lenox and the Bank of Alapaha were
the only two banks in the area that did not go broke in the Great
Depression. The Bank of Lenox was the first to be chartered and
1s the oldest banking institution in continuous operation in Cook

County.
As recalled by Joseph Leonard Robinson, his father, Joe, and
Sim Harrell, of Staunton, Georgla were the two largest investors
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of the $30,000 capital investment made for organizing the bank
(William Penn and Marie recall this as being a $25,000 capital
investment). Joe and Sim Harrell each received the same amount
of stock, although it was agreed that Sim Harrell would provide
the 1largest amount of cash and Joe would provide his time by
working as head cashler. Also, the other four partners involved
in this wventure were E. P. Bowan of Tifton, Alvin Adcock of
Eldorado, T. E. Phillips of Tifton, and L. O. Benton of
Monticello. David Shannon purchased five shares for $100.00
each. The bank received its State Charter 1in 1907.

Joseph Leonard Roblinson recalls about his father’s general
merchandising business expanding. This was because at this time,
his brother, James Hiram, had decided to no longer run the livery
stable in Lenox and another brother, John Richard, disposed of
his general merchandising store. Joe’'s general merchandising
business now sold buggies, hardware, wagons, and undertaker
supplies such as cloth, ornaments, wood, and other items needed
for building coffins.

In 1908, Joe’'s wooden store that he had purchased from J.L.
Mathews and the stock of goods burned. In addition J.R. Kinard
and J. Nobles stores burned. The stores were located on the site
of the o0ld Lenox Theater. 1In 1910, M.J.L. Griner bullt a modern
two-story brick bullding on the Robinson lot and conducted a
mercantlile business there (History of Cook County, Minnie Shaw,
p. 82).

Joe certalnly made a significant impact on the growth of
Lenox and the surrounding farming community. However, this did
not come without comments from his critics. Obviously, due to
dealings with some of his customers at the bank, Joe was
described as being "close with his money." He was known in the
community to be "as tight as bark on a tree" where money was
concerned. One of his customers experienced Joe’'s phllosophy
first hand when he asked him to borrow $100. Joseph Daniel
responded 1in a loud voice, "You want to borrow HOW MUCH ?" The
customer replied, "I need $200." Then Joe responded, "I heard
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you the first time" and then loaned the customer $100, not $200.
Despite this trait, he had 1liberal credit policies which helped
many businessman and farmers overcome financial hardship.

In the 1916's and 1920°'s, Joe owned the property and
building which housed the 1local livery stable. There he housed
mules and horses which were for sale and Mr. Roberts was the
gsalesman for him. Joe went to Atlanta each year where he
purchased both mules and horses. He would transport them back to
Lenox on the train. When they arrived in Lenox, he would always
take a lead horse and lead the animals from the train cars to the
livery stable. All of Joe’s sons helped with the chores at the
stable.

Marie recalls that often times her brothers would bring a

gentle horse to the house and let her and her sister, Alice, ride
it.

Joe purchased his first farm 1n 19 ; this 1land is
currently occupled by his daughter-in-law, Blanch (the wife of
the late Roby Henderson Robinson). The farm was approximately

100 acres and had a 16 acre pecan grove, with about 200 trees.
An article appeared on November 13, 1925 1in the Adel News,
telling of Joe’'s farm. The article stated: "There 1s quite a lot
of 1nterest being shown in dairying in this community which is
proving to be quite profitable. Mr. J.D. Robinson has a nice
little herd of Jersey cattle grazing on his farm Jjust outside of
town and informed the writer he has made shipments and sales of
more than four hundred dollars worth of milk products beginning
April 1st to October 1st, besides supplving his home needs and
raising thirty head of pigs.”

Joe always had a garden on his farm. He had a 1love for
gardening and this abilility of his showed in the output of the
garden. He provided his family with various types of vegetables
and there was always an abundance of them.

Besides gardening, he loved his flowers. He had flower beds
all around his house.
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Joe was actively 1involved in the community of Lenox. He
served on the school board, the Town Council, and also served
gseveral terms as mayor of the town.

His son, David Ralph Robinson, recalled the opportunity to
drive his father’s new Maxwell car to Adel. His father was going
to s8sell a buggy there. Ralph was a new young driver and the
opportunity to drive a car was a rarity in those days and it took
no urging to get Ralph to drive. He was s0o exclted about driving
the car that he wasn’'t monitoring his speed as they went down the
three path dirt road (two ruts were created by the wagon wheels
and the third was from the feet of the horses pulling the
wagons) . Joe got angry at Ralph for driving too fast and
hollered at Ralph, "Woo! Woo! Stop this thing, you damn little
fool! Do you realize that you had this car all the way up to 15
miles an hour?”™ Ralph slowed the car down and they continued on
their journey to Adel.

Another time, Ralph recalled a story about his father which
involved a car ¢trip to Valdosta, Georgia. Joe was riding with
Max Williams, a cashier at the Bank of Lenox and Joe was dressed
up 1in a nice new suilt of clothes. They were travelling on a red
clay road, which was very slippery because of the rain. The car
skidded and threw Joe from the car. Max stopped the vehicle and
with much concern in his voice, hollered to Joe if he was hurt.
Joe replied, "No. I was just damn ni [near] killed!"™

Both of these exciting car trips involved driving on unpaved
roads. Joe must have been pleased when his third child, Joseph
Leonard, was one of the workers helping to pave Cook County’s
first paved road (test road). It was paved in 19_____ and it was
one mile long and located on U.S. Highway 41 1n Sparks, Georgila.

Marie (Robinson) Crawford remembers that her Aunt Martha
would come to stay with her familily and it was often about two
weeks at a time. Usually, Martha’'s sister, Sarah, would visit
with the family at the same time. All three siblings, Joseph
Daniel, Martha, and Sarah, loved to sit out on the front porch of
Joe’s house and rock in the rocking chairs. Marie remembers
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listening to them one day while they were on the front porch.
Her Aunt Martha asked her father, Joe, how far 1t was to
Valdosta. Joe said, "It's 35 mliles.” Martha sald, "No, Joseph,
it’s 34 miles."” Joe said, "No, Martha, 1it’'s 35 miles.™ Martha
sald, "Joseph, I said it was 34 miles.” Joe then replied with a
somewhat ralsed tone to his volce, "Damn 1t, it’'s 35 miles.™
This remark ended the discussion on the distance to Valdosta and
they started talking about something else. Thelr other favorite
gathering place was underneath the shade of the china berry tree
near the back porch of Joe’s house.

Marie reminisces about her mother, Virginia, being a very
hard worker and having to care for about ten milk cows. Marie
often times helped her mother milk five or s8ix of these cows
before she left for school in the mornings. Virginia had a small
business at home, which generated extra money for the family; she
sold milk, butter, cream, and eggs. Marie’'s husband, Lawrence
Crawford, says that Virginia was the only person he knew who
could churn the cream for making butter and read the newspaper at
the same time. Virginia really enjoyed reading the newspaper and
she read 1t in 1ts entirety. Marlie says her mother was a very
good housekeeper. Every Monday, without fail, Virginia would
strip the linens from all of the beds, wash the linens, and sun
the pillows.
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Virginia was interviewed about the history of Adel by The
Atlanta Journal and Constitution and the article appeared 1n
November of 1959. At the age of 81, she salid she could well
remember how Adel got it’'s name:

"Uncle Jack Parrish, a pioneer, had a small shop and a
crowd gathered around to talk each day. At that time
it was know as ‘Puddleville’ and a very fitting name I
must say. On this particular day wise Uncle Jack
decided to change the name. Everyone disliked it, and
with a new railroad we needed a new name. The name
‘Philadelphia’ was spotted on a burlap bag, so0 he took
the word, marked out the first four letters and the
last four leaving the word 'Adel’ in the center. The
name was approved, thereby changing from Puddleville to
the present name of Adel. At that time, the county was
known as Berrien."

This article also sald that Virginia was a retired
schoolteacher and that she loved the profession. She stated that
she "has had a very beautiful life, and enioys the good Christian
life which is her guidance.”

Marie recalls that her father was very supportive of
obtaining higher education and he encouraged all of his children
to attend college. His commitment was to pay the costs of
attending college, as long as the child had a commitment to
study. His daughters, Marie and Alice, accepted this challenge
and both of them graduated from the University of Georgila.

Joe continued his position of president at the Bank of Lenox
and remained active in the organization throughout his life. 1In
his later years, he began to transfer the leadership role at the
bank to his son, Roby Henderson Robinson.

An article in The Adel News-Tribune (date unknown) referred
to Joe D. Robinson as Lenox’'s community leader. It stated, "The
Robinson family name and the Town of Lenox are almost synonymous.
For nearly as long as there has been a town called Lenox in the
northern part of what is now called Cook County, the Robinson
family has been a major factor in its development."” Joe even has
a street 1n Lenox named 1in his honor, "Robinson Street" (See
Exhibit 5-54 for photograph).
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Robinson Street, Lenox, Georgia

Named in honor of Joseph Daniel Robinson
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Joe died on January 15, 1941 at the Tifton Hospital in Tift
County, Georgila. He 18 buried at Oakey Grove Cemetery, near his
mother and father.

Virginia continued living at their home in Lenox, located on
the southwest corner of U.S. Highway 41 (Robinson Street) and
Central Avenue. She died on September 26, 1963 at the Adel
Memorial Hospilital in Cook County, Georgia.
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